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3. County:

5PT.284

resource number: 700.WFR (700.WF)

Pitkin

Asoen4. City:

Architectural lnventory Form
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l. loetnncmor.t
1. Resource number:

2. Temporary

5. Historic building name:

6. Current building name:

7. Building address: 700 West Francis Street, Aspen Colorado 81611

8. Owner name and address: Douqlas J. & Susan L. McPherson

PO Box 4412 Asoen. CO 81612

ll. Geographic Information
9. P.M. 6 Township 10 South Range 85 West

SE 7a of NW % of NW % of SE % of Section 12

10. UTM reference

Zone 1 3; 3 4 2 0 7 SmE 4 3 3 9 8 7 5mN
11. USGS quad name: Aspen Quadrangle

Year: 1960. Photo Rev. 1987 Map scale: 7.5' X 15'- Attach photo copy of appropriate map section.

12. Lot(s):.__B_&S__ Block: 15

Addition: Year of Addition:

13. Boundary Description and Justification: Site is comprised of Lots R & S. Block 15 of the City and

Townsite of Aspen. Assessors office Record Number: 2735-124-08-002

This descriotion was chosen as the most soecific and customary descriotion of the site.

lll. Architectural Description
14. Building plan (footprint, shape): Rectanqular

15. Dimensions in feet: Length x Width

16. Number of stories: One and 1/2 Storv

17. Primary external wall material(s) (enter no more than two): Horizontal Wood Sidino

18. Roof configuration: (enter no more than one): Cross Gable Roof

19. Primary external roof material (enter no more than one): Wood Shinqle Roof

20. Special features (enter all that apply): Porch. Chimnev
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21. General architectural description:

A oable end faces the cross street. with a shallow bav containinq a pair of double hunq windows and a

small trianqular window in the qable end. The bav is supported bv two brackets and the flat roof of the

bav is suoported bv a cornice of several decorative brackets. The porch extends to the south alono the

face of the cross qable. the cross gable continues to the north with a sinole double huno window facino

the street. The oorch has elaborate turned oosts. brackets and a spindle frieze. a low decorative rail

infills between some columns. The simole shed roof has been over framed with two more steeplv

pitched areas of roof. The tvoical two front doors. with transoms. are located under the oorch roof. A

deeper bay sits on the south oable end. with similar details to the shallow bav described above. with a

sinole larqe window with a oerimeter of stained olass. and two side liohts in the side walls of the bav.

Two corbelled chimnevs sit on the ridqe of the lono gable. a small metal flue sits on the cross qable. A

laroe addition continues off the qable to the north. meetinq a cross oable facinq east. a dormer faces

south with a larqe fixed window. the remainder of the addition has similar but simolified details and

contemoorarv window openinqs. The sidinq is orimarilv wood claoboards. with scallooed shinqles in the

oable ends-

22. Architectural style/building type: Late Victorian

23. Landscaping or special setting features: Sits in a qroupinq of three similar structures. Nine larqe

cottonwood street trees. Flowino irriqation ditch with some oerennials. Stone path to street. Wood

picket fence with natural finish. Stone bridqe over ditch as one larqe slab. One larqe fir tree.

24. Associated buildings, features, or objects: A substantial barn structure. one and 1/2 stories. with a qable

roof. sits in a well to exoose livino soace below orade.

lV. Architectural History
25. Date of Construction: Estimate 1890 Actual

Source of information: Pitkin Countv Assessor

26. Architect: Unknown

Source of information:

27. Builder/Contractor: Unknown

Source of information:

28. Original owner: C. F. Saunders

Source of information: Pitkin Countv Assessor

29. Construction history (include description and dates of major additions, alterations, or demolitions): Porch

roof overframed with steeper roof. date unknown. Substantial addition to north end. comolete renovation

of structure. new sidinq. substantial alterations to the carriaqe house. all 1992

30. Original location X Moved _ Date of move(s):
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V. Historical Associations
31. Original use(s): Domestic

32. lntermediate use(s):

33. Current use(s): Domestic

34. Site type(s): Residential Neiohborhood

35. Historical background: This structure is r spen's minino era character. The

buildinq is similar to the tvpe known locallv as the "Miner's Cottaqe". characterized bv the size. simple

olan. front qable and window and door tvpes and arranqement. This particular structure was built bv C.F.

Saunders. the owner of the local brewerv. who beoan business here in 1885. erectinq a fine olant at a

cost of $23.000. Mr. Saunders was an aoent for the famous Schlitz beers. and well as for the local

Zano's beers.

36. Sources of information: Pitkin Countv Courthouse records: Sanborn and Sons lnsrrrance Mans:1990

and 1980 Citv of Aspen Survev of Historic Sites and Structures

Vl. Significance
37. Local landmark designation: Yes X No _ Date of designation: 1991

Designating authority: Asoen Citu Council

38. Applicable National Register Criteria:

_ A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad pattern of our
history;

_ B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past;

X C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or
represents the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or represents a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction; or

_ D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in history or prehistory.

Qualifies under Criteria Considerations A through G (see Manual)

Does not meet any of the above National Register criteria

39. Area(s) of significance: _Architecture
40. Period of significance: Late 1800's Silver Minino Era

41. Level of significance: National _ State _ Local X
42. Statement of significance:

era. lt describes the nature of the life of an average family or individual during that period. as well as

the construction techniques. materials available and the fashion of the time. The fine detail on this
particular structure indicates a level of refinement of the social structure of the time and the social

Dosition of the familv who resided here.



45. ls there National Register district potential? Yes No X
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43. Assessment of historic physical integrity related to significance: This structure has been restored.

substantial additions are clearlv defined but do interfere with the oriqinal massino of the structure. Street

scale. oaftern and character defininq details are intact. Use of stain instead of paint on the majoritv of

the surface does imoact the orioinal character.

Vll. National Register Eligibility Assessment
44. National Register eligibility field assessment:

Eligible _ Not Eligible X Need Data

lf there is National Register district potential, is this building: Contributing Noncontributing

46. lf the building is in existing National Register district, is it: Contributing _ Noncontributing

Vlll. Recording lnformation
47. Photograph numbers: R2: F13 . 14 Negatives flled at: Aspen/Pitkin Communitv Develooment Dept.

48. Report title: Cifu of Asnen lJnclate of Srrrvev of Historic Sites ancl Stnrctrrres 2000

49. Date(s): 612912000 50. Recorder(s): Suzannah Reid and Patrick Duffield

51. Organization: Reid Architects

52. Address: 412 North Mill Street, PO Box 1303. Aspen CO 81612

53. Phone number(s): 97O 920 9225

NOTE: Please attach a sketch map, a photocopy of the USGS quad. map indicating resource location, and
photographs.

Colorado Historical Society - Office of Archaeology & Historic Preservation
1300 Broadway, Denver, CO 80203 (303) 866-3395


